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| am thrilled to welcome you
to our Liverpool Arab Arts
Festival (LAAF) 2026, this
years theme is ‘Home.

Home is a place we often imagine as a sanctuary of safety, stability

and identity or where we belong. It is our roots, our memories, and the
stories we carry with us wherever we go. We must also recognise the painful
reality facing many here and in our beloved homelands, those who have lost
their homes, their families, and the sense of identity that a place can hold.

We want this year’s theme to explore what home truly means for those
of us living here while many simultaneously continue to endure war,
displacement, dictatorship, discrimination and injustice. Is home simply
a place of safety and belonging, or is it something deeper, the memories,
culture and connections we carry with us wherever life takes us?

LAAF is proud to continue and be a platform that gives artists the space
to tell their stories and create a space for our audience for reflection and
conversation. We also invite you to celebrate Arab culture in all its richness
with music, poetry, performance, and the unforgettable taste of our cuisine.

On behalf of the Liverpool Arab Arts Festival, | extend heartfelt thanks to
the artists for their trust and creativity, to our volunteers for their tireless
support, to our funders, partners, and audiences for standing with us. Your
support is more vital than ever.

Finally, | thank our dedicated and incredible staff and my fellow Board
members for their leadership, commitment, and vision.

Afrah Qassim

@liverpoolarabartsfestival arabartsfestival.com
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Age suitability: All ages, with parental
guidance

Content warning: Although the selected
films are suitable for all ages, they deal with
themes related to grief or displacement, with
some mild threat and flashing images, so
please be mindful when viewing.

@liverpoolarabartsfestival

A Journey Home

Family screening and workshop,
in association with At the Library

Sunday 19 July | The Plaza Cinema
Doors: 1.30pm Start: 2pm
Estimated finish time: 4pm | Price: £5

A screening of four short animated films
centred around the theme of home, told
through the perspectives of young characters.
This will be followed by a creative workshop.

Films:

| am from Palestine

(Palestine-USA, 2023) 5.32 mins

Director: Iman Zawahry / Producer: Rifk Ebeid

Olivia (Algeria, 2024) 5 mins
Director: Shawki Boukef

Bahr (Egypt, 2025) 7.30 mins
Director: Belal Samra

All Aboard

(Lebanon-France, 2024) 6.40 mins
Director: Joe Azar

With: Sasha Grandet, Sami Haouas,
Camille Lecour, Julie Marquet,

Anais Mascherpa, Christina Varlokost

Workshop: Map Without Borders!

Join us for a family creative workshop
exploring roots, memory, and belonging
through drawing, storytelling, mapping, and
traditional Karagoz-inspired shadow puppetry.

No art experience needed.
Everyone is welcome.

arabartsfestival.com




LAAF Family Day

Sunday 26 July

Sefton Park Palmhouse
Doors/start time: 12 noon
Finish time: 5pm | Price: FREE

Come and join us for Liverpool Arab Arts Festival's closing Family
Day spectacular at the iconic Sefton Park Palm House. Enjoy an
afternoon of authentic Arab art, cultures and community during this
joyful celebration. Featuring music and performance by leading Arab
musicians, an array of creative workshops, middle eastern cuisine and
children’s activities.

There will be over 20 stalls featuring authentic crafts, traders and so
much more.

Family Day is an unmissable highlight in Liverpool’s cultural calendar.

Stay tuned as we unveil the headliners and music lineup leading up
to the festival.

Age suitability: Suitable for all ages

@liverpoolarabartsfestival arabartsfestival.com
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Courtesy of Yaser Awdhali

Yemeni night:
with the
Al-Awhadel band

Friday 17 July

St George’s Hall Concert Room

Doors: 7pm Start: 7Z.30pm

Estimated finish time: 9.30pm | Price: £10

Join LAAF for a celebration of Yemeni music,
with the mesmerising Al-Awhadel Band!

Centred on the evocative sounds of the oud,
the band is led by Yaser Awdhali, an artist
and composer from Aden, Yemen. He began
his artistic career in childhood, learning to
play the oud at a young age, influenced by his
father, the great artist Ahmed Omar Awdhali
who had a long and well-known career in the
Gulf states.

Now Yaser himself has earned the title
‘Artist of the Diaspora!.

Age suitability: 14+ Under 18s to be
accompanied by parent / guardian

@liverpoolarabartsfestival

Tamsin Elliott &
Tarek Elazhary

Friday 24 July

Philharmonic Music Room

Doors: 7pm Start time: 8pm

Estimated finish time: 10pm | Price: £17

We are delighted to present the world
premiere performance of the hugely
anticipated second album from Tamsin
Elliott (UK) and Tarek Elazhary (Egypt). The
album, currently untitled, is scheduled for
release in September 2026. Together, Tamsin
and Tarek explore the intriguing parallels
and idiosyncrasies of Egyptian Magam
and English folk traditions in a captivating
fusion of songs, tunes and textures, finding
commonality, fostering cross-cultural
connection and helping heal the scars of

a colonial past through meaningful and
conscious collaboration.

“A poised, atmospheric fusion delivered by
two master players” _The Observer

Age suitability: All ages. Under 16s to be
accompanied by an adult

arabartsfestival.com
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Rhythms & Mixes:

Photograph by Bedis Mehdi

A Night with Simona Abdallah,
DJ Hiba Salameh, and MUSYS

Saturday 25 July | Rough Trade Liverpool

Doors: 7pm Start: 8pm
Estimated finish time: 10pm | Price: £10

A night of exhilarating rhythms and mixes
from three powerful female musicians of
Arab heritage. The event will celebrate
Simona’s virtuosity on the darbuka, an
instrument traditionally dominated by men,
with the acclaimed musician bringing her
rhythmic energy to the stage in a powerful
solo set, before showcasing her unparalleled
improvisational skills performing with DJ Hiba
Salameh and MUSYS.

Named by Mixmag as ‘one of the Palestinian
DJs you need to know’, DJ Hiba Salameh'’s
electrifying sets navigate through the wide
universe of electronic music blending the
huge heritage of Arabic music with its
counterparts from the planet’s southern
hemisphere.

@liverpoolarabartsfestival
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MUSYS plays experimental electronica
shaped by nostalgia and futurist Arab
themes. As a sound artist, her practice
explores migration, land and collective
identity, drawing on archaeology, sonic
cultures and imagined futures.

Age suitability: 18+

arabartsfestival.com
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In conversation

Simona Abdallah: Finding
Freedom Through Art

in partnership with Savera UK

Saturday 25 July | Rough Trade Liverpool, Hanover Street
Doors: 2pm Start: 2.30pm
Estimated finish time: 4.30pm | Price: £7

The discussion will explore the patriarchal directors. The event will feature a welcome
constraints that Simona faced in embracing from Savera UK CEO & Founder, Afrah

the darbuka, her personal story in which her Qassim, conversation, plus live acoustic
family attempted to force her into an array performances and a Q&A session.

of marriages, and how she overcame those
challenges to find freedom and success
through her art.

Age suitability: 14+ (under 16s to be
accompanied by an adult)

Content warning: Discussion of domestic
and ‘honour-based’ abuse, forced marriage
and misogyny.

The conversation will be hosted by Sara
Suliman, a UK-based Sudanese filmmaker,
Chevening scholar, researcher, producer,
director and a member of the LAAF board of

@liverpoolarabartsfestival arabartsfestival.com
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40 Days and
40 Nights

Script in hand reading, in partnership
with the Royal Court

Saturday 18 July | The Royal Court Studio
Doors: 6.30pm Start: 7pm

Estimated finish time: 9.20pm

with 20 min interval | Price: £7

LAAF are delighted to be collaborating with
the Royal Court Theatre to present a ‘script
in hand reading’ of 40 Days and 40 Nights.

In 1996, the El Gadhy family from Bootle did
what any sensible family would do. They piled
onto a bright red double decker bus and set
off for Yemen.

Based on the real life journey of Mohamed

El Gadhy, and written by Chrissy Jones, this
is a cross-continental comedy of double
decker proportions, where a family departs
and comes together. As they navigate across
Europe and the Middle East, the El Gadhys
explore their different versions of being
Muslim, pioneers, Yemeni and Scouse.

Hop on, this is the bus you won't want to miss
- next stop Yemen!

Age suitability: 14+

@liverpoolarabartsfestival

My Father
and Qaddafi

in association with
University of Liverpool

Tuesday 21July | The Bluecoat

Doors: 6pm Start: 6.30pm

Estimated finish time: 9.30pm with Q&A
Price: £5

A daughter unravels the disappearance

of her father, the peaceful opposition leader
to Qaddafi, and pieces together her mother’s
19-year search to find him. Without any
memory of her father, she tries to reconnect
with him and reconcile with her Libyan identity.

My Father and Qaddafi takes the audience
on a raw and reflective journey as Jihan pieces
together a father she barely remembers —
while discovering the troubled history and
politics of Libya.

Join us for the UK premiere of this powerful film.

Age suitability: 18+
Content warning: A few moments of
extreme violence

arabartsfestival.com
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Sudanese
Culinary Arts
and Literature

Saturday 18 July | The Black-E

Doors: 1pm Start: Food from 1pm, talk from 2pm

Estimated finish time: 4pm | Price: £7

Explore the meaning of home through food,
art and storytelling, with British-Sudanese
food archivist Omer Al Tijani. A collaboration
with London-based publisher Almas Art
Foundation, the event brings together
recipes, oral histories, and cultural narratives
that preserve Sudan’s heritage.

The Sudanese Kitchen began as a long-term
documentation project and website led by
Omer Al Tijani, and developed into a landmark
cookbook and cultural archive that collects
over 100 recipes, contextual essays, and
personal and field photographs to present
Sudan’s culinary diversity.

Sudanese food will also be available for
attendees on the day.

@liverpoolarabartsfestival

Age suitability: All ages, for guardian of any
under 18s, please be aware of the content
warning.

Content warning: The discussion may bring
up references to war, genocide, displacement,
death, destruction of property, starvation,
and sexual assault (SA). These will only be
mentioned if asked about, we will try to avoid
going into any details to avoid upsetting
younger children and those who have been
through these experiences.

arabartsfestival.com




Literature '
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The Book
of Damascus

in association with Comma Press

Thursday 23 July | The Bluecoat
Doors: 6pm Start: 6.30pm
Estimated finish time: 8.30pm | Price: £5

The Book of Damascus - Launch with
Zaher Omareen, Odai Al-Zoubi and Majd
Abu Shawish. Join us for a celebration of
storytelling, writing, and critical thinking
from the Syrian Capital, in association with
Comma Press.

Damascus is a city of contradictions - it's
the oldest city in the world, and stands at a
crossroads between East and West, the past
and the future, peace and war.

Join us for an evening of readings,
translations and discussions about the
challenges that Damascus has survived,
and what lies ahead for it, in these most
precarious times.

Age suitability: 16+
Content warning: References to war, conflict
and mild adult romantic themes

@liverpoolarabartsfestival arabartsfestival.com




The Refuge

Photography exhibition

in collaboration with The Exhibition
Research Lab Gallery at John Moores
University

Throughout the festival

The Exhibition Research Lab Gallery
at John Moores University

Opening hours: July 16 - July 24
Mondays & Wednesdays 11am - 5pm
Tuesdays & Thursdays 12pm - 5pm
Price: FREE

Through the eclectic perspectives of
contemporary photography artists, the group
exhibition The Refuge reflects on the notion
of ‘home’ in the context of today’s Arabness.
Each work explores nuanced stories of
displacement and longing, while revealing
home as a paradox in transition -whether
rooted in place and territory, carried through
family and sociocultural heritage, or shaped
by memory, movement, and lived geographies.

@liverpoolarabartsfestival

Photograph by Lydia Saidi

Featured Artists:
Abdulrahman Hassona
Farah Maktari

Houari Bouche

Lydia Saidi

Maya-Ines Touam
Shareef Sarhan

Age suitability: All ages

Artist Talk

Wednesday 22 July

The Exhibition Research Lab Gallery,
John Moores University

Start: 2pm Estimated finish time: 4pm
Price: FREE - Register to attend

Join us for a conversation with our featured
artists as they explore how photography
captures creative and personal journeys
toward home.

arabartsfestival.com
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Exhibition & Talks

The Other Refuge

Photography exhibition
in partnership with Open Eye Gallery

Throughout the festival

Open Eye Gallery Atrium

Opening hours: July 16 - August 2
Tuesday - Sunday from 10am - 5pm
Price: FREE

The Other Refuge reflects on the notion of
belonging through the eclectic perspectives
of UK-based artists of Arab origin (from
Sudan, Syria, and Yemen) who have
experienced displacement. Their work
serves as both a celebration of culture and a
tribute to their respective communities. The
exhibition is an open invitation to explore
what ‘home’ means: whether rooted in place
and territory, carried through family and
cultural heritage, or shaped by memory,
movement, and lived geographies.

Exhibition runs until 2nd August.

@liverpoolarabartsfestival

Photograph by Nasma Aljizawi

Featured Artists:
Fuad Al-Gaadi
Nasma Aljizawi
Omer Al Tijani

Age suitability: All ages

Artist Talk

Monday 20 July

Open Eye Gallery Atrium

Start: 2pm Estimated finish time: 4pm
Price: FREE - Register to attend

Join us for a conversation with our featured
artists as they explore how photography
captures creative and personal journeys
toward home.

arabartsfestival.com
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Festival Diary

Friday 17 July

Yemeni night: with the 6 23

Al-Awhadel band
St George's Hall Concert Room | Doors 7pm

Saturday 18 July

Sudanese Culinary Arts
and Literature

in association with the Almas Art
Foundation

The Black-E | Doors 1pm

10 19

40 Days and 40 Nights: 9 20
Script in hand reading
in partnership with the Royal Court

The Royal Court Studio | Doors 6.30pm

Sunday 19 July

A Journey Home, Family

screening and workshop
in association with At the Library
The Plaza Cinema | Doors 1.30pm

4 25

Monday 20 July

Artist Talk
Open Eye Gallery | 2 - 4pm

13 16

Tuesday 21 July

My Father and Qaddafi
in association with the
University of Liverpool

The Bluecoat | Doors 6pm

9 20

Wednesday 22 July

Artist Talk
John Moores University | 2 - 4pm

12 17

X See page for details

X Arabic version

Thursday 23 July

The Book of Damascus 1 18
in association with Comma Press

The Bluecoat | Doors 6pm

Friday 24 July

Tamsin Elliott &
Tarek Elazhary

Philharmonic Music Room | Doors 7pm

6 23

Saturday 25 July

In conversation with 8 21
Simona Abdallah: Finding
Freedom Through Art

in partnership with Savera UK

Rough Trade Liverpool | 2pm

Rhythms & Mixes: 9 22
A Night with Simona Abdallah,
DJ Hiba Salameh, and MUSYS

Rough Trade Liverpool | Doors 7pm

Sunday 26 July

LAAF Family Day
Sefton Park Palmhouse

5 24
Doors 12noon

Visual Arts 12 16
Running for the duration of the festival

Home - The Other Refuge
at the Open Eye

Home, The Refuge
at The Exhibition Research Lab Gallery, John
Moores University

News From Nowhere:
Book Display

@liverpoolarabartsfestival = arabartsfestival.com



Booking tickets

There are different booking arrangements for each of our Liverpool
Arab Arts Festival 2025 events. The easiest way to book tickets is

to find the event at arabartsfestival.com and follow the links and
booking instructions that can be found on the site.

Access

Book tickets

LAAF is for everyone, and strives to be as accessible as possible.
All of our 2026 venues are wheelchair accessible and have
accessible toilets. Detailed access information can be found

on our event booking pages, and on the venues’ websites.

Thank you

Our Creative Producer, Toufik Douib, for
leading our 2026 festival and all our team
members and volunteers. Additionally, we are
grateful for services provided by LCVS and
Mohamed El-Gadhy EBS Accountants.

Thank you to One Fell Swoop for leading on
our marketing and event management and to
designers Leo and all at Nonconform.

LAAF board of Trustees for your dedication,
continued support and guidance.
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To our programme and delivery partners and
festival venues - Liverpool Arabic Centre,
Sefton Park Palm House, The Bluecoat,
Philharmonic Music Room, Rough Trade
Liverpool, Open Eye Gallery, The Black-E,
Liverpool John Moores University, Royal
Court Theatre, St George's Hall, Crosby Plaza,
Comma Press, Almas Art Foundation, At The
Library, Yamama Cafe, News From Nowhere,
University of Liverpool, Visit Liverpool,
Marketing Liverpool, Culture Liverpool,

The Culture Network LCR.

Culture

LIVERPOOL

Liverpool
City Council

Al-Omar Family

arabartsfestival.com






