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Welcome to Liverpool
Arab Arts Festival

Shadow and Light

I am delighted to share the programme with you for Liverpool Arab Arts
Festival 2019 - our 21st festival and my first as Chair. Our festival is the longest
running, and most successful, annual Arab arts festival in the UK. LAAF
provides a platform for both UK and international Arab arts in Liverpool,
while striving to positively promote Arab culture and people.

This year, our festival theme is Shadow and Light, and this goes to the heart

of how we tell the story of Arab art and culture. The theme is inspired by Beau
Beausoleil's collaborative and reaffirming project, which we are proud to bring
to the city. As a society, we must reflect on all aspects of lived experience

to make sense of where we are. Arts and culture is crucial in helping us to
navigate this path.

So often, and especially in Western society, Arab culture is presented in

rigid ways, dominated by a single narrative, traditionally, either that of war,
struggle or dispute. We continue to address this narrow perspective. Instead,
we find inspiration in the rich tapestry of Arab culture and the joy that new
connections and exchanges of ideas can bring.

This year we welcome artists from countries including Palestine, Egypt,
Yemen, Lebanon, as well as artists from Merseyside and the UK. In support
of RISE, Liverpool's season of extraordinary female artists, thinkers and
leaders, we also present the works of a host of powerful women artists
from across the Arab diaspora, including the late singer and activist, Rim
Banna (p18) and Palestinian actor, writer and our 2019 artist in residence,
Dana Dajani (p10), to name just two.

Thank you to our funders, venue partners, artists, supporters and our
LAAF family, in particular Anahid Kassabian and Jack Welsh who have
programmed this year's festival. You continue to make Liverpool Arab
Arts Festival possible. | also want to thank former LAAF Chair, Taher
Qassim, for his huge contribution to the festival over the past 20 years.

And thank you finally to you, our audience,
without which there would be no festival at all.
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Mustapha Koriba
Chair of Liverpool Arab Arts Festival

Mustapha Koriba,
LAAF Chair

Anahid Kassabian,
Head of Programming

Jack Welsh,
Programming
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Ten days showcasing the richness of Arab music, —
art, performance, film, theatre and literature.

Fri 5 July Music & Spoken Word  LAAF 2019 Launch: Juliana Yazbeck & Dana Dajani Page 5

(UK Premiere)

Visual Art LAAF x OUTPUT gallery (runs daily) Page 7
Sat 6 July Visual Art Shadow & Light (runs daily) (UK Premiere) Page 6
Dance & Visual Art Gesturing Refugees: Farah Saleh Page 7
Literature The Book of Cairo Page 8
Spoken Word They Write the Shadows into Light Page 11
Sun 7 July Workshop Write Yourself Page 10
Film Alexandria... Why? (UK Premiere) Page 14
Theatre Chronicles of Majnun Layla Page 16
Mon 8 July Film An Egyptian Story (UK Premiere) Page 15
Tue 9 July Literature Palestine + 100 Page 8
Workshop Find Your Voice - The Art of Spoken Word Poetry Page 11
Wed 10 July Film Alexandria Again and Forever (UK Premiere) Page 15
Thu 11 July Workshop Shadow & Light: Make a Bookmark Page 6
Dance evolvo + One Day & One Night - Beirut Page 17
Fri 12 July Music The Trace of The Butterfly: A Tribute to Rim Banna  Page 8
(Only UK performance outside London)
Sat 13 July Theatre Heroine with a Thousand Dresses (World Premiere) Page 12
Literature Translating Muhammed Mahmood al-Zubayri Page 9
Famil Page 20
Sun 14 July o LAAF Family Day 2019 °0e

(Featuring Daraa Tribes UK debut)

Photography and Filming

Please note, photography, filming and live
streaming take place at many of our festival
events. This is for documentation and also helps
with funding. If you do not wish to be filmed,
please let a member of the festival team know
at an event, or tell the photographer.
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Music & Spoken Word
UK Premiere

LAAF 2019 Launch:
Juliana Yazbeck
& Dana Dajani

Fri5July | Doors 7.45pm, Start 8pm

Liverpool's Royal Court Studio | £7/£5

Liverpool Arab Arts Festival launches with the

UK Premiere performance of Juliana Yazbeck's
debut record SUNGOD. Unapologetic and raw,
Juliana's lyrics challenge the effects of colonisation
on cultural identities, the current state of

love, relationships and gender inequality.

SUNGOD is a call to all women and cultures
to shed internalised shame and to remember,
reawaken and reclaim our inherent and
divine beauty, both as women and as
autonomous peoples.

Born in the USA to Lebanese parents, Juliana
draws on her mixed cultural upbringing to create
her signature sound, an unlikely but mesmerising
fusion of spoken word, otherworldly electronics,
and haunting Levantine vocals.

The opening event will also feature a presentation
from award-winning Palestinian writer, spoken
word artist and LAAF's artist in residence for

the 2019 festival, Dana Dajani, (see page 10 - 12
for Dana's full programme).
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Visual Art

UK Premiere

Shadow & Light

Sat 6 July - Sat 13 July | 12pm - 6pm Daily
Northern Lights | Free

Shadow and Light is a collaborative project
honouring the lives of more than 400 Iragi
academics killed in targeted assassinations
between 2003 and 2012 on university campuses,
in the street and even at their homes.

Instigated by Beau Beausoleil, founder of the
Al-Mutanabbi Street Starts Here project, Shadow
and Light is a new project inviting creative
photographic and written responses from a range
of international artists, writers, poets, activists
and teachers.

The exhibition will showcase recent responses,
including from Merseyside-based participants,
alongside ephemera and the list of murdered
academics. It seeks to memorialise and honour
them as well as reaffirming the importance of
pedagogy and freedom.
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Family

Shadow and Light: Make
a Bookmark Workshop

Thu 11 July | 3-5pm

Northern Lights | Free, drop-in

Draw, paint, print, write, collage a unique work
of art and remembrance, with artist-printmaker
Catherine Cartwright and poet/book-artist
Ama Bolton. Adults and accompanied children
welcome. All materials provided.
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Dance & Visual Art

Gesturing Refugees
Farah Saleh

Sat 6 July | 2pm - 3:15pm with post-performance Q&A
Bluecoat | £7/€£5

Created and choreographed by Palestinian dancer

and choreographer, Farah Saleh, this interactive
performance intends to archive hidden stories of
refugeehood using the bodies of refugee artists

and audience members, while playing with other

archive material, testimonies and imagination.

The re-enactment, transformation and
deformation of the alternative and personal
memories of refugees, performed by refugee
artists, will allow the re-appropriation of the
narrative of refugeehood and develop a collective
gestural identity that might challenge that

of passive victimhood to which refugees are
often subjected.

Funded by Creative Scotland and Cultural
Resource and supported by Dance Base.

Minimum age 12+
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Visual Art

LAAF x OUTPUT gallery
Thu 4 - Sun 14 July | Opening Thu 4 July 6 - 9pm
11am - 6pm daily | OUTPUT gallery | Free

A collaborative exhibition between LAAF and
OUTPUT gallery showcasing the work of an Arab
artist from or based in Merseyside, selected from
an open call.

For more information visit the LAAF website.
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Literature

The Book of Cairo

Sat 6 July | 3pm

Reading and discussion followed by Q&A
World Museum Theatre | £6/£3
Translator and editor Raph Cormack reads
selected stories from The Book of Cairo
alongside his fellow contributor, translator
Thoraya El-Rayyes.

Appearing in English for the first time. the

ten short stories in The Book of Cairo evoke
the sadness and loss of the modern city, as well
as its humour and beauty, showcasing some of
the most exciting, emerging voices in Egypt.

Presented in association with Comma Press.
Minimum age 14+
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Literature

Palestine + 100

Tue 9 July | 6:30pm

Reading and discussion followed by Q&A

with the anthology’s editor, Basma Ghalayini
Bluecoat | £6/£3

Palestine + 100 poses a question to contemporary
Palestinian writers: what might your home city
look like in the year 2048 - exactly 100 years

after Nakba, the displacement of more than
700,000 people.

With stories read by British Palestinian writer,
Selma Dabbagh and Palestinian-Hungarian
novelist, poet and author, Anwar Hamed, this event
launches a new anthology designed as an escape
from the politics of the present in a country that
some have called ‘the largest prison in the world".

Presented in association with Comma Press.
Minimum age 14+
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Literature
Translating
Muhammed Mahmood

al-Zubayri

Sat 13 July | 1pm

Reading and discussion followed by Q&A
VideOdyssey at Toxteth TV | £6/£3
Experience the poems of Muhammed
Mahmood al-Zubayri. A champion of

political reform and reconciliation, al-Zubayri

is considered to be one of the foundational
figures of the modern Yemeni state. A politician
and pamphleteer before his assassination in 1965
during Yemen's civil war, he considered himself
firstly and foremost a poet.

During the panel-led event, Professor Sam
Liebhaber, Associate Professor of Arabic

at Middlebury College in Vermont, USA, will
read a selection of al-Zubayri's works, taken
from the two poetry collections that he

is currently translating, A Prayer in Hell
and Revolution of Poetry.

Janet C.E. Watson, Leadership Chair for
Language@Lleeds at the University of Leeds

and Fellow of the British Academy, will also

lead an interview with Professor Liebhaber

and Fatima Al-Zawya, an expert in the promotion
and preservation of the Yemeni oral heritage.

Delivered in association with the University
of Leeds. Authentic Yemeni refreshments
will be served.
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LAAF welcomes Dana Dajani to its 2019
festival as artist in residence. An award-
winning Palestinian writer, performer

and activist, Dana animates her theatrical
poetry with gesture and character, to give
her spoken word a performative edge.
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Write Yourself

A two and a half hour session is centred
around a series of introspective questions
from Dana Dajani's guided journal, “Write
Yourself™. The workshop will allow
participants to deepen their self-
awareness through writing, review,

and reflection.

No previous experience is required.
Minimum age 15.
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Spoken Word

They Write the
Shadows into Light

Let the rhythm and musicality of language
transport you to Palestine, Yemen, Syria
and beyond.

Bringing together three spoken word artists

of diverse heritage and influence, LAAF's artist
in residence, Dana Dajani, will be joined on stage
by Yemeni-Scouse poet, Amina Atig and queer
British-Syrian writer and activist, Lisa Luxx.

Lisa Luxx was the winner of the Out-Spoken

Prize for Performance Poetry 2018 and nominee
for the Arts Foundation Fellowship in Poetry.
Amina’s lyrical poetry and performances combine
creativity, expression and activism. These three
inspiring voices will unravel themes including
refugees, belonging, love, war, and diaspora.
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Workshop

Find Your Voice -
The Art of Spoken
Word Poetry

A workshop for poets and writers,

in this two-and-a-half hour session
Dana Dajani will reveal techniques

to express your unique voice as

a writer and performer. Participants
will learn how to channel their artistic
mission along with their values and
style, to express any emotion through
poetry, prose, or song.

Minimum age 15.
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Theatre
World Premiere

Heroine with a

Thousand Dresses

Sat 13 Jul | 7:30pm

Performance followed by a post-show discussion
Bluecoat | £7/£5

A one-woman show written and performed

by Dana Dajani, Heroine with a Thousand

Dresses is a journey through the diverse and
eclectic wardrobe of Dana’s grandmother -

a boutique owner in Jerusalem, whose love

of fashion was her mode of self-expression.

Dana serves as a Mistress of Ceremonies,

and through the ritual of dressing, dissects
image and identity, style, sexuality, and
standards of beauty in contemporary society.
As she examines each garment, Dana evokes

a pantheon of strong and powerful feminine
archetypes to tell HERstory through a personal,
ancestral, and mythological lens.

Poignant, playful, and provoca
Dajani's Heroine with a Thous
audiences - male and female

of the feminine.

Minimum age 15.
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Celebrating Youssef Chahine

Sun 7 July | 3pm - Alexandria... Why?

Mon 8 July | 6:15pm - An Egyptian Story

Wed 10 July | 6:15pm - Alexandria Again and Forever
All screenings will be followed by a post-show discussion.

LAAF plays host to three UK premieres from 20 newly remastered
jewels by Youssef Chahine. These three films, which were remastered
in 2018 to mark the tenth anniversary of Chahine’s death, are a
semi-autobiographical series critics have dubbed "Portrait of the
Artist as a Young Man" and are widely regarded as his best works.

Chahine was a pioneer of film-making in Egypt and the Middle
East, and these films marked a sharp departure from both his
earlier musicals and melodramas and later epics and political works.

Picturehouse at FACT | £8 per film (no concessions)

For guidance we recommend a minimum age of 12 &
° ° ° oo
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Alexandria... Why?

Arabic with English subtitles
Running time 133 minutes

Picturehouse at FACT | £8 per film (no concessions)

The first of the series, Alexandria.. Why? focuses
on a precocious adolescent whose dreams and
colourful attempts to become an actor unfold
against the vivid backdrop of Alexandria during
World War Il, delivering a potently subversive
and impassioned anti-war message. At turns
hilarious and touching, the autobiographical
nature and nostalgic flavour of the film make

it one of Chahine’'s most accessible works.

Presented in partnership with Misr Film International.
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An Egyptian Story

Arabic with English subtitles

Running time 115 minutes

Picturehouse at FACT | £8 per film

(no concessions)

The sequel to Alexandria... Why? covers

the beginning of Chahine’s career up to his
open-heart surgery in 1973. Chahine plays his
alter ego Yehia, who gains international fame
in Europe only to discover that, as in Egypt,
film is as much commerce as it is art.

The film features extraordinary and eccentric
scenes, one in which Yehia travels to London

for heart surgery and becomes infatuated with
amale cab driver and another in which he
imagines himself forced to justify his life and
work before a tribunal inside his chest, in which
his accuser is his child-self. The film includes both
black and white and colour footage, playing with
notions of documentary and fiction.

Presented in partnership with Misr Film International.
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Alexandria Again

and Forever

Arabic with English subtitles

Running time 106 minutes

Picturehouse at FACT | £8 per film

(no concessions)

The third instalment of this semi-autobiographical
series films finds the director's work stalled by a
strike. During the interruption in filming, Chahine
reminisces about a past relationship with one of
his actors while finding himself gradually drawn
to an actress. A masterful amalgam of realism and
fantasy, Alexandria Again and Foreveris Chahine’s
paean to the power of imagination and the artist.

Presented in partnership with Misr Film International.
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Theatre
Chronicles
of Majnun Layla

Bahraini poet Qassim Haddad's powerful
rendering of the classic love story of Majnun Layla
- often described as the Arab Romeo and Juliet - is
transformed into a live experience by renowned
Palestinian actor and writer, Amer Hlehel.

The story of love, passion, eroticism and unfulfilled
desire is radically reinterpreted with an original,
contemporary soundscore and live performance
by Rihab Azar and Kareem Samara on acoustic
and electric oud.

Moving between Arabic and English, the rhythm,
intonation and particularities of both languages
bring out the universal qualities of this epic.

Presented by Liverpool Arab Arts Festival,
produced by Alia Alzougbi for Shubbak in
partnership with the Bagri Foundation.
Minimum age 12+
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Dance

evolvo + One Day & One
Night - Beirut

evolvo is a complex, magical delight
from visual artist and performer, Yara Boustany.

Following a journey from idyllic nature in the
mountains of Lebanon, to the busy street-life
of Beirut with its startling roofscapes and noisy
traffic, evolvo is filled with wondrous images
and optical illusions.

A strange creature invades the city, is it an
ancient monster or an image of the city drowning
in plastic pollution? Like an open-ended riddle,
évolvo can be read in many ways.

évolvo is performed alongside the shorter
work One Day & One Night Beirut, depicting
24 hours from sleep to wake - a journey from
dreaming to reality.

Presented by Liverpool Arab Arts Festival,
produced by Shubbak. Minimum age 4+
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Music

The Trace of The Butterfly: A Tribute to Rim Banna
Fri12 July | 8pm

Music Room, Liverpool Philharmonic | £15/£12

Liverpool Arab Arts Festival in partnership with MARSM UK presents a tribute concert to the
renowned Palestinian singer Rim Banna who passed away at the age of 51in 2018, following

a decade- long battle with breast cancer. A pivotal and influential figure in the contemporary
Palestinian music scene, this one-off performance brings together some of her closest peer
musicians to perform a selection of newly re-orchestrated versions of her songs as a way

to commemorate her legacy and celebrate resistance and victory through art.

Banna left an eclectic repertoire of 12 albums celebrating traditional and modern Palestinian

and Arab music and poetry. In many ways, her art inspired her people’s continuous struggle

for peace and equality. However, after she was told by doctors that she wouldn't be able to sing
anymore, Banna defiantly began working on her last album Voice of Resistance, a brilliant conceptual
album in which she turned her medical files into backing sounds while she recited her poetry.

She would officially retire from live performances in 2016. According to her record label, Banna
intended for her final work to be a powerful statement paying homage to her people’s struggle
against all foes and woes, always with a sign of victory and a smile of hope.

This uplifting celebration of Banna's life will include performances from Tania Saleh, the Lebanese
artist, singer and songwriter, Faraj Suleiman, Palestinian pianist, composer and leader of the Faraj
Suleiman Quartet, Syrian MC and hip hop producer, Bu Kolthoum and the Tunisian singer songwriter
and composer, Sabrine Jenhani, with more artists to be announced.

Supported by Arts Council England.
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Family
2019

Sun 14 July | 12:30pm - 5pm

Sefton Park Palm House | FREE

Liverpool Arab Arts Festival's (LAAF) ever
-popular Family Day returns bigger and
better than ever for 2019, offering a packed
day showcasing traditional and contemporary
Arab cultural music and dance, along with
authentic cuisine, traditional crafts, market
stalls, henna painting and an enhanced
programme of family focused activities.

Daraa Tribes will make their UK debut, taking

to the stage to perform a unique form of Tribal
fusion & Saharan blues. Hailing from the oasis
town of Tagounite in the Daraa River Valley of
Morocco, each member of Daraa Tribes originates
from a different tribe, bringing with them diverse
music traditions. Joining them in the line-up will
be Yemeni act the Al Awahdal Band, who will
perform live with Reham al-Hakimi.

Members of all-woman collective Hawiyya

Dance Company will also take to the stage

to perform its unique blend of Dabke and
contemporary dance. Inspired audience members
will even be able to learn a few Dabke steps from
the dancers, outside in the Palm House grounds -
weather permitting!

Along with exciting live performances
bringing together the very best of traditional
and contemporary Arab culture, there will be
fun for the whole family, with face-painting,
children’s crafts and interactive sessions,
including LAAF's storyteller in residence Alia
Alzougbi, who will be sharing folktales from
the Arab world.

For full line up announcements,
visit arabartsfestival.com
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Booking your tickets
The easiest way to book tickets is to find

the event at arabartsfestival.com and follow
the links and booking instructions that can
be found on the site. Our events take place
at different venues all over the city.

Alternatively, you will find box office
information on the back page of this brochure.

Access

We work to ensure that all of our venues

are accessible. Find accessibility information
for each venue at arabartsfestival.com

Contact Us

Liverpool Arab Arts Festival
Bluecoat, School Lane,
Liverpool L13BX

Tel: +44 (0) 151702 7765
Enquiries: admin@arabicartsfestival.co.uk
Website: arabartsfestival.com
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Help shape Liverpool Arab Arts Festival
What do you think of the festival?

Have you been to a festival event before?

Who would you like to see perform?

Every year, we ask our audience
what they thought of the festival.

This helps us to plan for the future
and ensures we're delivering the festival
we have always promised to.

As a publicly funded festival, we have to
tell our funders what you, our audience thinks.

If you sign up on our website arabartsfestival.com
we'll send you a digital survey asking for your input
after the festival. We'll also have print forms after

a few festival events for you to share your thoughts.
Everything you say is private and anonymous.
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Venues

1. Bluecoat

School Lane, Liverpool,
L13BX

0151702 5324
thebluecoat.org.uk

2. Picturehouse
at FACT

88 Wood Street,
Liverpool, L14DQ
0871902 5747
picturehouses.com

3. Music Room

Liverpool Philharmonic Hall
Hope Street, Liverpool
L19BP

0151709 3789
liverpoolphil.com

4. Sefton Park

Palm House

Sefton Park, Liverpool,
L17 1AP

0151726 9304
palmhouse.org.uk

5. Unity Theatre

1Hope Place, Liverpool,
L19BG

0151709 4988
unitytheatreliverpool.co.uk

6. OUTPUT gallery

32 Seel Street, Liverpool,
L14BE
outputgallery.com

7. Liverpool®s Royal
Court Studio

Royal Court Theatre
1Roe St, Liverpool,

L1 1HL

0151709 4321
royalcourtliverpool.co.uk

8. Northern Lights

5 Mann Street, Liverpool.

L8 S5AF

0151909 4095
northernlightsliverpool.com

9. VideOdyssey at
Toxteth TV

37-45 Windsor St.
Liverpool L8 1XE
0151709 6014

10.World Museum Theatre
William Brown St,

Liverpool, L3 8EN

+44 (0) 151478 4393
liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/wml

Some of our venues are licenced. Please contact us with any questions.
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Sign up at arabartsfestival.com



