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Welcome to Liverpool Arab
Arts Festival 2018

‘What do | know?’

A warm welcome to Liverpool Arab Arts Festival 2018 (LAAF) and the
20th anniversary of LAAF's founding year. Our festival has come a long
way since it was founded in 1998 by the Liverpool Arabic Centre and
Bluecoat. From humble beginnings as a weekend event, it has grown

to become the UK's biggest annual celebration of Arab arts and culture,
and what ajourney it has been!

This year's festival theme is ‘What do | know?’, a reflection on where

we have come from and what we have learned during the past two
decades. Inspired by Liverpool/Yemeni spoken word poet Amina Atig’s
poem of the same name, this year's programme encourages us to step
away from the assumptions made around Arab life and be better informed
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by the reality of the lived experience of Arab culture, as we ask ourselves
‘What do | know?’ through music, dance, visual art, theatre, film and the

spoken word.

LAAF 2018 also celebrates a decade since Liverpool's landmark year

droaddldaalilly aliallg apuallg dudoll ygiallg

cinatpal Joyall s il el io ol o iy LB 2018 g Jatsg
J_lg,cu Galyjs Loy AT ai ddyaodl cdlaial (po (afq .dugjgill dalaill donle aga

as European Capital of Culture. As part of the city’s celebrations we have
been honoured to be provided with extra funding from the Festival

Enhancement Fund, allowing us to curate an even more ambitious and

boundary-breaking musical programme.
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We invite all people from all walks of life to join this year's incredible
range of artists to celebrate the vibrant and diverse Arab cultures and
art forms. We ask you to stop and think to yourself: where have | been
with the festival, how do | see the world now, and what do | know?

Have a wonderful and reflective LAAF 2018!

Taher Qassim MBE

Chair of Liverpool Arab Arts Festival
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Music

Thursday 5 July, 8pm - 10pm

Bachar Zarkan: Hallaj of Hope

Philharmonic Music Room | Invite Only with public live streaming

at facebook.com/arabartsfestival

Striking a resilient harmony between Sufi musical performance and
contemporary poetry, Bachar Zarkan's The Hallaj of Hope will open
LAAF 2018 with an invite-only performance.

Together with a brand-new ensemble, Zarkan will pay homage to the
divine poetry of the Sufi mystics and thinkers such as Ibn Arabi, Ibn
Al-Faridh, and Al-Hallaj, and extends their rich legacy to the work of
contemporary poet and literary icon Mahmoud Darwish.

Zarkan's Damascus roots bring an enthralling blend of Syrian and Egyptian
musical heritage, together with styles such as the Iragi magam carry an
innovative expressivity and bring a remarkable distinction to an already
astonishing musical culture.

Performance in partnership with MARSM

Funded by National Lottery through Arts Council England.
Supported by Liverpool City Council Festival Enhancement Funding.
liverpoolfestivalcity.com
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Music
Friday 6 July, 7:30pm — 11pm
47 Soul and TootArd

Constellations | £5- £7

(plus booking fee)

Setting the tone for a weekend

of inspirational and cutting-edge
Arab music, LAAF proudly presents
a co headline gig with 47SOUL and
TootArd, who will also be joined by
DJ Jacques Malchance.

47SOUL will bring their unique
combination of Dabke - traditional
Palestinian street music and dance
- and deep electronic beats, mixed
with the sounds of the Middle East,
to Liverpool’s Baltic Triangle.

They will be joined on the night
by trailblazing duo from the
occupied Golan Heights, TootArd,
who use their musical mastery to
fuse the Arab modalities of the
Levant with North African desert
blues - with more than a nod to
reggae and psych-rock.

Minimum age 14 (under 18s must
be accompanied by an adult)
Supported by Liverpool City Council
Festival Enhancement Funding
liverpoolfestivalcity.com
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Family
Saturday 7 July, 1= 5pm
Liverpool Arab Arts

Festival Family Workshops
Bluecoat | FREE

Join LAAF and Bluecoat for a day of
fun Family activities during the UK's
premier annual Arab arts festival.
Expect storytelling from the

Arab world and exciting hands-on
workshops suitable for all ages.
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Visual Art

Saturday 7 to Wednesday 11 July
Artist in Residence:

Asia Alfasi
Bluecoat Artist Studio | FREE

Meet British Libyan artist and
graphic novelist Asia Alfasi as

she creates new manga-inspired
works while in residence at LAAF.

During her residency, Alfasi will
showcase pieces inspired by her
childhood in Libya and her visits

to the country during and after the
recent revolution. Using the Arab
and Muslim aspects of her heritage,
she creates stories that provoke
cross-cultural dialogue and she
invites us to join the conversation.

Visitors are invited to drop-in to
meet Asia and see her work at
the following times:

Sun 8 July 3pm—3.45pm

and 4pm—4.45pm

Mon 9 July 4pm—4.45pm

Tue 10 July 4pm —4.45pm

Wed 11 Jul: 12.30pm —13.30pm
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Visual Art

From Saturday 7 July to Friday

13 July, 10am — 5pm Every Day.
Tented Dreams

Guided talk on Saturday 7 July,
1pm—-2pm

Dickens Gallery, St George's Hall |
FREE

Syrian artist Mohammad Amari
fled the devastation of the conflict
in his country with few worldly
possessions, among which were
his watercolours and paintings.
We are delighted to present a
small selection of prints of Amari's
moving paintings.

Alongside his works we will be
exhibiting original artwork by
refugees from the Za'atari Refugee
Camp in Jordan, with whom Amari
has been working as a volunteer
art teacher. The refugees have used
the material from their old tents
as their canvas, painting images
that reflect their current situation,
suffering and emotional turmoil,
as well as their hopes, dreams

and aspirations.

A project made possible
by Souriyat Across Borders.
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Visual Art

From Saturday 7 July to Sunday 15 July,

9am-9pm, Every Day.

It Was Paradise

Winter Gardens, Mann Island

(Outside Open Eye Gallery) | FREE

British artist Rachel Gadsden was awarded an
Unlimited International commission in 2017 to
collaborate with Palestinian artist Ali Saeid Ashour.
The outcome is /t was Paradise.

Located in London, Liverpool and the West Bank,

and inspired by Palestinian poet and author Mahmoud
Darwish's poem “Under Siege”, the collaboration
addresses global concerns about migration, the
lingering flight of refugees, as well as the isolation

of disabled and bereaved people. The projectis
exhibited on display stands outside Open Eye Gallery.
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Music

Saturday 7 July, 8pm

Emel Mathlouthi with U-Cef

(DJ Set)

Invisible Wind Factory | £6 — £8

(plus booking fee)

Emel Mathlouthi

Internationally acclaimed singer-songwriter
and the “voice of the Tunisian revolution”
Emel Mathlouthi will take to the stage at the
Invisible Wind Factory, as she enters a new
phase of her extraordinary life.

Emel will perform powerful, heartfelt tracks
from her sophomore album Ensen (Human)
and her 2011 recording containing the viral
anthem of the Arab Spring, “Kelmti Horra
(My Word is Free)".

Emel’s genre-defying music melds electronica
and Tunisian textures into her unique
cinematic universe.

U-Cef

Emel will be joined by U-Cef, aka Moulay
Youssef Adel for a special DJ set. Known as
“The Moroccan Digitalizer”, U-Cef arrived

in the USA in the late 1980s. With faith and
immigrant courage he earned a foothold in
the music scene, devouring urban music from
hip hop to acid jazz, dub, reggae, ragga, drum
‘n’ bass, 2-step and R&B.

Minimum age 14

Supported by Liverpool City Council Festival
Enhancement Funding
liverpoolfestivalcity.com
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Theatre

Sunday 8 July, 7pm —8:30pm
Followed by post-show discussion
with cast and creative team
What Do | Know?
Philharmonic Music Room | £4.50
Premiering at LAAF, What Do |
Know?is a new performance piece
looking at the effects of war in
Yemen, taking inspiration from
the poetry of Amina Atiq and the
reflections and realities of Khaled
Ahmed, a young, self-taught English
teacher living in Yemen. Ana
Silvera, an acclaimed composer
and singer/songwriter of Syrian
Sephardi heritage, provides the
sound world of the piece.

What Do | Know?is presented in
collaboration with ice&fire theatre,
a company which explores human
rights stories through performance.

Minimum age 14.

Talk

Sunday 8 July, 1:30pm - 2:30pm

It Was Paradise -

In Conversation

Open Eye Gallery | FREE

(limited availability, book

at arabartsfestival.com)

Join Rachel Gadsden for

a conversation around her
Unlimited International /t Was
Paradise commission (p5) and her
collaboration with Ali Saied Ashour
and disabled Palestinian artists
and bereaved women in Jerusalem
and the West Bank. Gadsden will
discuss the artworks that have
been inspired by the challenges
and the beauty of the culturally
rich Palestinian landscape.
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Theatre

Monday 9 July and Tuesday 10 July | 5:30pm
Followed by post-show discussion with the

creators of the project

At Home in Gaza and London

Everyman Theatre, EV1 | £10

Directed by Julian Maynard Smith and

Taghrid Choucair-Vizoso

At Home in Gaza and London by Station House Opera
follows the lives of people in two locations separated
by great political, economic and physical divides.

Using a mix of live-streaming and recorded video,
asingle performance space is created where artists
in Gaza and London work together.

The audience is invited to explore ideas of home
and some of the more hidden realities of life in two
locations, 2,000 miles apart.

Minimum age 14.

Produced by Ania Obolewicz for Artsadmin.
Funded by National Lottery through Arts
Council England and AFAC (The Arab Fund
for Arts and Culture).
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Film

Wednesday 11 July, 6pm —9pm
Double Bill:

Science in Exile & It’s Only
the Beginning

The Box at FACT | £6/£4

Followed by a post-screening
discussion with directors Nicola
Leghissa and Chus Lopez Vidal

Science in Exile (PG)

Director, Nicole Leghissa

Inits UK premiere, Science in

Exile explores how recent violence
in Syria, Yemen and Irag has
threatened the lives of four
researchers, forcing them to
suspend their work and flee

their homelands.

Challenging the common
stereotypes of refugees from a
war-ravaged region, Science in Exile
finds women and men with years of
training and experience struggling
to find a safe haven in new lands.

It’s Only the Beginning (PG)
Directors, Chus Lépez Vidal

and Paula Rodriguez Sickert

The documentary /t’s Only the
Beginning follows six Arab women
filmmakers from different countries
as they meet each otherin Berlin.

In the aftermath of the events
widely known as the “Arab Spring”,
they travel to the German capital
where they have been invited by
two mutual friends, the directors
of the film, to screen their own
work and get together. /t’s Only the
Beginning documents the women'’s
emotional reunion, as they journey
together through the streets of
Berlin, exchanging feelings about
what they witnessed and about
how both their lives and their
work as filmmakers were impacted
during this most convulsive period.
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Film alia
Thursday 12 July, 6:30pm Lo 6:30 94191 12 Jusoal]
BBC Arabic Festival o glap®o duol
Film Evening Lp:}.c]lp.l.;n..l]

with post-screening discussion
Picturehouse at FACT | £5

The BBC Arabic Festival returns

to LAAF with a screening of feature
length documentary, Those Who

Remain, from distinguished director,

Eliane Raheb —winner of the
BBC Arabic Festival ‘Best Feature
Documentary’ and other awards.

Those Who Remain (PG)

Arabic with English subtitles
Director, Eliane Raheb

Al Shambouk is one of the highest
mountainous areas in Lebanon.
Located in the Akkar heights, it is
only a few kilometres away from
Syria. It is the homeland of Haykal,
a 60-year-old Christian farmer. In
this spot, where borders intersect,
along with different religious
factions and social classes, Haykal
decided to settle down and build a
farm and a restaurant. Haykal deals
with neighbouring quarries and the
agricultural stagnation, in addition
to the repercussions of the Syrian
crisis on the political and economic
situation. Despite these adversities,
Haykal feels he must remain in his
land now more than ever, building
his new home and defending his
coexistence in Lebanon.

The BBC Arabic Festival is an annual
event that presents films about
today’s Arab world to UK and global
audiences.
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Contemporary dance company
Brotha From Another Motha will
delight LAAF 2018 with pop up
performances of solo dance
M.A. K. T. O.U. Band duo piece
Shine My Blind Way, at surprise
locations in the city.

Born out of the Tunisian revolution,
Brotha From Another Motha was
founded as a way of providing a
creative outlet for young Tunisians
in the wake of the Arab Spring, but
now includes members from across
the globe. The group champions
dance and creativity as a means

of freedom and expression that
crosses borders.

Family

Saturday 14 July | 11am - 3:30pm

Story Spinning led by

LAAF Storyteller in Residence

Alia Alzougbi

Everyman Theatre | FREE

(limited places - booking required)

Story Spinning with Alia Alzougbi and Everyman
Playhouse is a practical workshop for adults of any
age. Designed to be relaxing, fun and interactive,

Music

Saturday 14 July, 8pm—10:30pm
Simona Abdallah -
Heartbeat

LAAF in Partnership with

Arts Canteen

The Courtyard, London | £10
(plus booking fee)

Sponsored by Savera UK.
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the day will start with a story by Alia, before
participants share and reflect on their own life
stories. The workshop will conclude with a storytelling
by Alia using material gathered from the day.
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Theatre

Saturday 14 July, 7:30pm

The Shroud Maker

by Ahmed Masoud

Unity Theatre | £12.50/£10.50

Hajja Souad, an 80-year old woman living

in El Shujaia neighbourhood, has survived
decades of wars, deportation and oppression
by making and selling shrouds for the dead,
profiting from the suffering around her.
Loosely based on a real-life character still
living in Gaza, The Shroud Makeris a dark
new satire by Ahmed Masoud, starring
Julia Tarnoky.

Sound Design: Richard Melkonian
Set Design: Dima Karout
Minimum age 14,

includes some strong language.

Funded by National Lottery
through Arts Council England.
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LAAF
Family Day

Sunday 15 July, 12:30pm - 5pm

Sefton Park Palm House | FREE

LAAF's festival finale is back and bigger than ever! Family Day will
showcase some of the hottest talent in Arab music, with cultural cuisine,
traditional crafts and fun activities!

Performances for 2018 include Simo Lagnawi & Gnawa London, who will
bring the music of formerly enslaved black Africans to life, celebrating its
unstoppable expression of freedom and liberation in the stunning setting
of the Palm House.

The London Syrian Ensemble, a collective of some of Syria’s finest
musicians based in the UK, return to the festival for a second year to
perform with special guest vocalist Osama Kiwan. Out of the detritus
of war they bring the sounds of Syria to life through classical and
traditional music from the region.

Back by popular demand, boundary breaking Danish-Palestinian
percussionist Simona Abdallah will also bring the beat of her Arab
Darbuka drum to Family Day, performing a fusion of ancestral Arabic
rhythms, House, and Electronica.

Along with these exciting live performances there will also be engaging
family activities including face-painting, children’s crafts and interactive
sessions with LAAF Storyteller in Residence Alia Alzougbi, who will be
sharing folktales from the Arab world.

More artists and details will be announced at www.arabartsfestival.com.
There will also be a range of stalls selling Middle Eastern food and goods.

You won't want to miss this free, uplifting day of festival fun!
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Partner Event

s

>

Friday 13 July, 2 - Spm
The Conference Centre at LACE

\C

A conference to mark the National Memorial Day for those
lost in the name of so called ‘Honour’, which pays tribute
to the legacy of Shafilea Ahmed and other women, girls
and men who have fallen victim to 'honour-based abuse.

A day of touching and inspiring stories told by survivors, as
well as speeches from Savera UK patron Nazir Afzal OBE and
Jane Kennedy, Merseyside Police and Crime Commissioner.

The day includes a special collaboration between Savera UK
and Liverpool Arab Arts Festival, presenting Danish-Palestinian
musician Simona Abdallah, who will perfarm and share her
personal journey.

Book tickets at www.saverauk.co.uk
Tickets: £20, £15* concessions

*not including booking fee
Created by S ”\\\V/E (H% /A\ MK In partnership with

OO saveraUK w
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Venue and Booking Information

1. Bluecoat
School Lane, Liverpool
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T: 0151702 5324
W: thebluecoat.org.uk
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~ 88 Wood Street

Liverpool L14DQ
T: 0151 707 4462
W: fact.co.uk
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3. Music Room, Liverpool
Philharmonic Hall

Hope St, Liverpool L1 9BP
T: 0151709 3789

W: liverpoolphil.com
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4. 0Open Eye Gallery

Winter Gardens

Mann Island, Liverpool
Waterfront, Liverpool L3 1BP
T:0151 236 6768

W: openeye.org.uk
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5.Sefton Park Palm House
Sefton Park, Liverpool L17 1AP
T:0151 7269304

W: palmhouse.org.uk
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6. Unity Theatre
1Hope Place, Liverpool, L1 9BG

T:0151 709 4988

7. Constellations
35-39 Greenland St,
Liverpool L1 0BS

T: 0151 3456302

W: constellations.co

8. Everyman

5-11 Hope St, Liverpool

L1 9BH

T: 0151709 4776

W: everymanplayhouse.com

9. Dickens Gallery,

St George's Hall

St George's P, Liverpool
L11JJ

T: 0151 233 3020

W: stgeorgeshallliverpool.co.uk

10. Invisible Wind Factory
3 RegentRd, Liverpool L3 7DS
T: 0151236 3160

11. Liverpool ONE

Exact location of performance
to be revealed on social media
T:0151 2323100

W: liverpool-one.com
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Many thanks to...

We are a registered charity (reg charity number 1136384) and gratefully acknowledge

the support of our associate partners, patrons, funders, sponsors, donors, programme

and community partners, forum colleagues, volunteers, trustees, staff, and delivery team,
including Anahid Kassabian (Head of Programming), Yousif Nur (Associate Music Programmer),
Razak Mossa (Translation) and Nonconform (marketing and media agency). We would also like

to pay tribute to our long-time volunteer Elaine Fishwick, who sadly passed away earlier this year.

Tel: +44(0) 151 702 7765

Enquiries: admin@arabicartsfestival.co.uk

Liverpool Arab Arts Festival
Bluecoat, School Lane,

y

Sign up at arabartsfestival.com
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