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Welcome to Liverpool
Arab Arts Festival 2017

‘The Space Between Us’

Jhayawo (nll a4 lauug dal
Ugiallg aalaill Jgipadl
2017 alcl éuaycll

A warm welcome to Liverpool Arab Arts Festival 2017 (LAAF). In our
16th year we proudly continue to play host to the UK's biggest annual
celebration of Arab arts and culture.

The Space Between Us responds to Liverpool's city-wide
67-17: 50 Summers of Love season, celebrating the fiftieth
anniversary of 1967 and the release of Sgt Peppers Lonely
Hearts Club Band.

LAAF 2017 titles its theme with a lyric from Within You Without You a
track on side 2 of the album written by George Harrison which tells
of overcoming the forces that prevent us from recognising what
unites the world. This year’s programme is mindful of the vital need
to explore those constructs, boundaries and ‘spaces between us'.

Whilst the events, from music to dance, visual art to a food-led
celebration are very different, many of them share a common idea
of bringing cultures and people closer together. We at LAAF believe
in the transformational power of artistic expression and invite all
peoples from all walks of life to experience the work of artists from
the Arab diaspora who encourage us to think differently and push us
to break down what George Harrison calls the ‘Wall of Illusion’ in his
song. To see the world as it is and imagine how it could be.

In the spirit of Sgt Pepper and to paraphrase its title track: Let me
introduce you to Liverpool Arab Arts Festival. We hope you will enjoy
the show!

/‘fmﬂu o

Taher Qassim MBE
Chair of Liverpool Arab Arts Festival

Booking your tickets

There are different booking arrangements for each of our Liverpool
Arab Arts Festival 2017 events. The easiest way to book tickets is to

find the event at arabartsfestival.com and follow links and booking
instructions that can be found on the site.

Alternatively, you will find box office information on the back page
of this brochure.

Find accessibility information for each venue at arabartsfestival.com
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Wafaa Bilal: 168.01
168:01 : Jubs :Lag

22 June - 1 October
11am - 6pm except Mondays*

Part of The New Observatory,
an exhibition by FACT

and Open Data Institute
FACT | FREE

LAAF presents an ambitious restaging
of acclaimed Iragi-born visual artist
Wafaa Bilal's work 768.07. During the
2003 invasion of Irag, the University
of Baghdad's College of Fine Arts lost
its entire library of more than 70,000
books - set on fire by looters.

Bilal's installation serves both

as a monument to cultural losses
during Iraq’s history and a platform

for potential rebirth.

Visitors can become donors whose
contributions fund educational texts
to replace blank books on its austere
white shelves, and ultimately in the
College of Fine Arts itself.

*Please check the FACT website
for changes to opening times.
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Friday 7 July 8pm
Bluecoat | FREE, booking required

To mark the launch of LAAF 2017,
and as part of Bluecoat’s 300th
anniversary celebrations, founders

of Liverpool Arab Arts Festival Bryan
Biggs (Artistic Director of Bluecoat,
Liverpool's centre for the
contemporary arts) and Taher Qassim
(Chair of Liverpool Arab Arts Festival)
will reflect on LAAF's journey from

a small ‘weekender’ at Bluecoat,

to becoming the UK's biggest celebration
of Arab arts and culture, and one of
Liverpool's most celebrated events.

Expect fascinating accounts, hilarious
moments and sentimental reflections.

é% BSL

BSL interpreter available
on advance request via
admin@arabicartsfestival.co.uk
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Eid on the square

G4 2agl (na ayell

Family Gpwill

Saturday 8 July, 1 -4pm
Tiber Square, Lodge Lane | FREE

A joyful public celebration of

Eid al-Fitr marking the end of
Ramadan, takes place in Tiber Square
with a colourful, packed programme of
family friendly cultural entertainment,
food, arts and crafts. Come to Lodge
Lane and see just what this famous
Liverpool street has to offer.

LAAF is joining forces with local
partners and groups, restaurants and
retailers, to stage the event and all
are invited! Artists taking to the stage
include Anwar Ali and Dave Owen,
Sound of Yemen, and Reham Al-Hakimi.
LAAF storyteller in residence Alia
Alzougbi will beguile you with stories
from the Arab world, and as part

of her “It was Paradise” project,
internationally renowned visual artist
Rachel Gadsden and guest Palestinian
artist Ali Saeid Ashour will invite
audiences to join them in creating
large-scale artwork live on site. Amna
Hussein, a Palestinian artist and
embroiderer from Beit Dugoo village,
Jerusalem, who is also collaborating
with Rachel Gadsden, will run
creative workshops.

Lodge Lane
Food Trail

Saturday 8 July, 1pm & 3pm
Register on the day at Tiber Square
FREE

As part of LAAF Lodge Lane,

join Kuwait-born expert and
author of Middle Eastern Cuisine
Sarah Al-Hamad as she leads

a tour of the diverse independent
restaurants and food businesses
of Lodge Lane, the go-to place for
world cuisine in the city. Meet the
restauranteurs and chefs bringing
global flavours to L8, watch food
demonstrations and sample food
from around the world.
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Sunday 9 July, 1pm, 2pm & 3pm
Open Eye Gallery's Winter Garden Space
FREE, No booking required

Choreographers Aicha M'Barek and

Hafiz Dhaou create a visceral streetscape
of today’s Tunisia, inspired by the pressures
of building a new society. ‘Sacre’ is based
on the life-sized silhouettes from the late
Parisian street artist Bilal Berreni, which
appeared in Tunis after the revolution six
years ago.Dancers jostle, fight and compete
among more than 30 cut-out sculptures

as well as joyfully uniting different voices

in to one hope.

f arabartsfestival
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Yy arabicartsfest

Sunday 9 July, 1.25pm & 2.25pm
Open Eye Gallery’s Winter Garden Space
FREE, No booking required

Dancers Aly Khamees and Zosia Jo will
present a short extract from Zosia Jo's
Ancient Modernity, which will be performed in
full at Liverpool World Museum on Saturday
15 July (see page 10)
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1
Ali Saeid Ashour
& Rachel Gadsden

Sunday 9 July, 1.45 - 2.45pm
Open Eye Gallery’s Winter Garden Space
FREE, No booking required

Internationally renowned visual artist

Rachel Gadsden and Ali Saeid Ashour,

guest Palestinian mural and calligraphy artist
from Hebron, will invite audiences to observe
them as they create large-scale artwork

live on site.

Partnering with LAAF, Gadsden and Ashour
(lead Palestinian artist) are currently
collaborating for an Unlimited International
Research and Development project called
“It was Paradise”.
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Sunday 9 July, 6pm

The Box at FACT | £8/£5
members

Director, Mohamed Diab.

Arabic with English subtitles.

Egypt's turbulent recent social
upheavals, which saw Hosni
Mubarak’s decades-long rule
come to an end in a people-led
revolution in 2011, is the focus
of Mohamed Diab’s gripping
new film, Clash. Set almost
entirely within the confines

of a police truck, Clashis
claustrophobic, hard-hitting
and fuelled by an ambitious
scope that belies its

minimal setting.

Winner of Best Director
and Best Screenplay at
Arab Critics Awards at
Cannes Film Festival 2017
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The Crows
Plucked Your
Sinews

Tuesday 11 July, 8pm

With 30-minute post-show
discussion with writer and director
Hassan Mahamdallie

Unity Theatre | £12/£10

Woolwich today, Somalia under British
rule of a century ago. Two women and
two worlds collide. The Crows Plucked
Your Sinews is a critically-acclaimed
one woman show with music, based
on real events and featuring the epic
lyrical tradition of Somalia. A unique
exploration of the violence of empire
and the poetry of resistance.

A Dervish production, presented
in partnership with Unity Theatre.
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Followed by post-show discussion
with director Zoe Lafferty
and performer Ahmed Tobasi

Wednesday 12 July, 8pm
Unity Theatre | £12/£10

A bittersweet, dark political comedy

based on one man's true story, and his
epic odyssey in search for an identity.
Written by award-winning Hassan

Abdulrazzak, And Here | Amis based
on actor Ahmed Tobasi's own coming
of age story.
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Live Art (pa g4

As Far As
My Fingertips
Take Me

By Tania El Khoury, devised with
and performed by Basel Zaraa

Wednesday 12 July - Friday 14 July,
10.30am - 12.30pm & 2.30 - 4.30pm
Liverpool Central Library | FREE
Booking required via
arabartsfestival.com

Tania El Khoury's As far as my fingertips
take me is a conversation through

a gallery wall between an audience
member and a refugee. Through touch
and sound, we share stories of people
who have recently challenged

border discrimination.

El Khoury creates interactive
installations and performances
in which the audience is an
active collaborator.
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Coat of Many Words

Wednesday 12 July - Friday 14 July,
11.30am - 1.30pm & 2.30 - 4.30pm
Liverpool Central Library | FREE

Through a series of creative workshops, including those led by

Amna Hussein, a Palestinian artist and embroiderer from Beit Dugoo
village, Jerusalem, the Coat of Many Words project will weave together
the personal memories, stories and experiences of members of
migrant communities now living in Liverpool. Observe how these
narratives are brought together to construct a unique garment,

or share your own personal experiences and help craft the garment
before it is exhibited at World Museum Liverpool.

See page 10 for information about LAAF at the World Museum,
at which the garment will be displayed, and will be the focal point
of discussion events during the day.

Coat of Many
Words: Migrant
Stories

Saturday 15 July, 2 -3pm

Part of LAAF at the World Museum
Treasure House Theatre, World Museum
FREE
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As part of the Coat of Many Words project (see
above), hear people who have travelled from
the Arab World and elsewhere around the globe,
now living in Liverpool, share personal stories

in their own words, as they recount their own
geographical, cultural and emotional journeys.

Look out for  wbui e Sangl

Young LAAF

Look out for a series of exciting
special pop-up events, curated by
a group of local young people.
The programme is made possible

by Amal - A Said Foundation Project.
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Save the Date

On Saturday 14 October LAAF will
present a selection of films from
BBC Arabic Festival 2017
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Banthology:
Seven Stories
from Seven
Countries

Thursday 13 July, 7pm
Comma Press
Bluecoat | £5/ £4

Join established and emerging writers
from Sudan, Iraq, Syria, Somalia,
Yemen, Iran and Libya at this book
launch and discussion event, and hear
new stories specially written in
response to President Trump's divisive
immigration ban. This urgent and
timely collection celebrates a people
determined to reclaim their dignity,
freedom and self-expression.

Co-presented with Comma Press.

4/BSL
BSL interpreter available

on advance request via
admin@arabicartsFestival.co.uk

18
My Little Father
Obsession

Followed by post-screening
discussion with director
Selim Mourad

Friday 14 July, 6pm
Picturehouse at FACT | £5

After his sister dies, Selim Mourad
becomes his parents’ only child, but
is burdened with the knowledge that,
because of his sexuality, he is the

last male to carry the family name.

At the same time his family home is
crumbling and his mother and father
yearn to sell up and move to a new
apartment. A fresh, original and
disarmingly honest look at the hold of
patriarchy in contemporary Lebanese
society. The director will take part

in a Q&A following the screening.

Co-presented with Arab British
Centre’s SAFAR: A Celebration
of Contemporary Arab Cinema.

9
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LAAF at the World Museum
allell canio O w;.dl Jbharoall

Saturday 15 July, 1 -4pm
World Museum Liverpool | FREE

Liverpool Arab Arts Festival returns to World Museum for a Saturday
extravaganza for all the family. Come along to discover the creativity,
captivating stories and fascinating traditions of the Arab diaspora. Live
performances include music from London Syrian Ensemble, Coat of
Many Words discussions (see page 8) in the Treasure House Theatre,
and Ancient Modernity (see below) will be presented in response to
the museum’s renowned ancient Egypt collection. Expect humour and
intrigue as resident storyteller Alia Alzougbi returns with traditional
tales from the Arab world, and artists Rachel Gadsden and Ali Saeid
Ashour invite audiences to join them in creating large-scale artwork
live on site.

See the full day’s programme at arabartsfestival.com

Saturday 15 July, 1.20, 2.20 & 3.20pm
World Museum Liverpool | FREE

Liverpool has one of the largest
collection of ancient Egyptian
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artefacts in the UK and this
performance takes place right

in the heart of that collection.
Ancient and contemporary Egypt
collide in an imaginative site-specific
reinterpretation of choreographer
Zosia Jo's Ancient Modernity

—‘a living, breathing, dancing
museum of modern Egyptian culture’.
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Saturday, 15 July, 8pm
Music Room,

Liverpool Philharmonic Hall
£12

World-renowned Palestinian singer
and musicologist Reem Kelani returns
to the Liverpool Arab Arts Festival
for an intimate concertin the
Philharmonic Hall's Music Room.

Kelani’s live show promises to
captivate audiences, as she weaves
humorous and poignant storytelling
with songs performed in her
trademark soulful tones.

Liverpool will hear music from her
latest album, Live at the Tabernacle,
as well as old favourites. The singer
is joined by musicians Bruno Heinen,

Ryan Trebilcock and Antonio Fusco.
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Sunday 16 July, 12 - 5pm
Sefton Park Palm House | FREE

It's always a highlight of LAAF but this year's
Family Day festival finale is promising to be
bigger, bolder and brighter than ever before.

Expect more acts, more activities —and even
more fun —at the event in and around the
beautiful Sefton Park Palm House.

The 2017 line-up includes Alsarah and the
Nubatones, led by Sudanese-born, Brooklyn-
based singer-songwriter Alsarah, who has been
dubbed ‘the new star of Nubian pop’. London
Syrian Ensemble, debuting at LAAF this year,
is a collective of some of Syria’s finest musicians
based in the UK, both newly arrived and long-
term residents. Hear the sounds of Syria through
a diverse repertoire of classical and traditional
music from the region.

See high-energy performances from a collective
of Egypt’s best dance talent, bringing both
traditional and modern street dance from
Cairo to the Palm House. Festival-goers also
won't want to miss a surprise special guest
performance. Also Reham Al-Hakimi and the

Al Awadhel Band will be back by popular demand.

Along with the programme of international
music and dance acts there will be an Arabian
souk, cultural cuisine, and activities for all
the family, including storytelling, henna
and children’s craft and art activities.

You won’'t want to miss this day of festival fun!
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TATE LIVERPOOL

OPENING 17 NOVEMBER 2017

S
ol Bl =

Uncover how surrealism developed beyond Europe, and how a collective
of artists and writers influenced Cairo’s art scene. Surrealism in Egypt is the
first comprehensive museum exhibition about the Art and Liberty Group
(Art et Liberté - jama‘at al-fann wa al-hurriyyah).

Book online: tate.org.uk/visit/tate-liverpool or
call +44 (0)151 702 7400

Albert Dock, Liverpool Waterfront.

Abduh Khalil Untitled c.1949. Image courtesy Collection of Sheikh Hassan. M. A. AL Thani Qatar.




Observatory

22 June - 1 October 2017

An exhibition reimagining how
we measure, predict; and sense

Exhibition Statutory Funders
the world today. Partner

&0 Supported by y
w £ " | ARTS COUNCIL % Liverpool _
faCt.CO.UK/tnO %® | ENGLAND City Council

Phil Coy ‘Substance (A whole history of hollows and reliefs)’, 2017. Hemispheric production still.

UNITY

Theatre COMING WINTER 2017

JUNGLE
BOOK

FRI 1 DEC - SAT 6 JAN

Unity Theatre's traditional
winter production for all of the family!
Perfect for children 5+.

Unity Theatre unitytheatreliverpool.co.uk £ go0 | S S% —
1 Hope Place, Liverpool L1 9BG Ticket Sales: 0151 709 4988 LY ! ENGlAND
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Many thanks to:

We are a registered charity (reg charity number 1136384) and gratefully acknowledge the support of our associate partners, patrons,
funders, sponsors, donors, programme and community partners, forum colleagues, volunteers, trustees, staff and delivery team,

including Yousif Nur, Associate Music Programmer.

F I “ K Liverpool Arab Arts Festival Tel: +44(0) 151 702 7765

Bluecoat, School Lane, Liverpool General Enquiries: admin@arabicartsfestival.co.uk
X Sign up for email updates at arabartsfestival.com
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