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Welcome to LAAF 2016

Through the theme of this
year's festival - ‘Undocumented’,
we explore the various ways that
art can provide a deeper insight
into the human experience.

Overshadowed by current affairs
and politics, the true creativity
and artistry of the Arab world and
its people is often overlooked,
unseen and to a greater extent
undocumented in a one dimensional
image portrayed in the mainstream.

We are proud to present to you,
a programme of remarkable and
unusual events, exhibitions and
performances, which seek to
present the Arab world from

a new perspective, and reveal
the immensely varied lives

of people of Arab culture.

From the heart-wrenching to the
humourous, the traditional to
contemporary, the international
to the home-grown, we're sure
you will find something in our
programme that will surprise,
delight, stimulate, or provide
material for reflection.

Taher Qassim MBE
Chair - Festival Team
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Theatre

Friday 15 & Saturday 16 July, 8pm
A Developing Artists, Refuge
Productions and Young Vic
co-production

Queens of Syria
Everyman | £9-£16

(includes booking fee)

Early booking advised

“I have a scream I have to let out.
I want the world to hear it.”

A group of Syrian women, now
refugees exiled in Jordan, will
perform an extraordinary modern
retelling of Euripides’ The Trojan
Women. The production skilfully
amalgamates the women’s own
narratives of bitter exile and
ferocious war into the ancient
Greek text.

Their first-hand experience

of a country in turmoil mirrors
the Trojan women they portray,
displaced and enslaved by war.
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Family

Saturday 9 July, 3-5pm

LAAF Lodge Lane
The New Tiber Square | FREE
We return to the heart of
Liverpool's Arab community
for a special celebration. Enjoy
traditional and contemporary
Arab music combined with
non-Arab performers.

Saturday 16 July, 1-4pm
LAAF at the

World Museum

World Museum | FREE

Discover and celebrate the diverse
stories, dance and traditions of
the Arab diaspora at Liverpool's
World Museum, and witness

the production of a specially
commissioned large-scale artwork
by Egyptian calligraphy artist
Nazir Tanbouli.
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Dance

1pm, 2pm and 3pm
Funoon Alarabiya

with Nawarra

A kaleidoscope of rainbow hues,
gorgeous costumes and captivating
Arabic Folkloric dance from
Moroccan-born artist Nawarra.

Wiy

pohallaci2, podllacs1
rpaohllac3g

ojlgi go dupc Jgia

actly Ljlg ajs yugs Ylgll o alusuir
ailiall Jal (o dnlw dndai cilndg
ollgi algoll duspeall

Family

1.30pm, 2.30pm and 3.30pm
Alia Alzougbi

Expect humour and intrigue as
vibrant storyteller Alia Alzougbi
shares colourful traditional tales
from the Arab region —including
Egypt, Syria and Yemen. Alia will
also share song and Arabic words
to encourage young audience
members to join in the fun.
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Visual Art
2pm and 3pm

Nazir Tanbouli

Painter, muralist and illustrator
Nazir Tanbouli will explore the
idea of mythology and narrative
with a dramatic explosion of ink
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- on a giant scale.

0 www.arabartsfestival.com

0 fb.com/arabartsFestival

o twitter.com/arabicartsfest
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LAAF Big Sunday brings an Arab
extravaganza to Liverpool's centre
for the contemporary arts.

Soak up the festival atmosphere
and enjoy music, contemporary
and folkloric dance, children’s
cultural crafts, visual art,
literature and debate.

Highlights include performances
by Dublin based Palestinian
musician Ruba Shamshoum, who
brings her own unique blend of
jazz and pop wrapped in a Middle
Eastern vibe, and Liverpool born
Yemeni singer Reham Al-Hakimi,
who at just 14 years old has
become a firm festival favourite.
Al Awadhel Band bring traditional
music from Yemen, and Watan
Trio will be playing popular Arabic
music from the mid-20th century,
with special guest accordionist
Mazen Abu Saif.
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Painter, muralist and illustrator
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act of the body, which he describes
as ‘meditational drawing'.
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Free, fun creative activities for
all the fFamily, with an Arab twist.
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Author Samantha Herron
introduces her new set of stories
based in contemporary Morocco
and inspired by her long immersion
in the culture, language, traditions
and storytelling of the country.
Samantha will also show a collection
of images of the landscape and
architecture that inspires her work.

“The stories she has so eloquently
told are part of the ‘real’ Morocco,
a kingdom that is so often invisible
to visitors."” Tahir Shah,

author of The Caliph’s House

and /n Arabian Nights.
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A double bill of contemporary dance,

choreographed and performed by
two young independent dance
companies, each playing significant
roles in the development of
contemporary dance for the
future of Egypt.

The UK premier of contemporary
dance piece Belbaladi- an exploration
of the most common gestures used
in Egyptian body language, set to

a score of Mahraganat: a music
that comes from the heart

of Egyptian society.

Ancient Modernity choreographer
and dance artist Zosia Jo brings
together her multidisciplinary
interests of spoken word, theatre
and dance to create a living,
breathing, dancing museum of
modern Egyptian culture. Ana Asif
is a short solo extract of Ancient
Modernity created by Aly Khamees
and directed by Zosia Jo.
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The first of our series of open
discussion events linked to the
festival programme. Following the
premier of Belbaladi, Ezzat Ismail
Ezzat, Founder of Ezzat Ezzat Dance
company and Ancient Modernity
choreographer and performer Zosia
Jo will discuss the nature of the
independent contemporary dance
industry in Egypt and explore
questions about culture,
inspiration and creativity.

dac o nloill aslnl (pa ore
dade 13 daglao gulai alals
ure 2 Jhapaall aolipy spiilio
e il agau, (alull dulles
Jije dépa Juuuugo Jijc Ju:l_o.uﬂ
dilandl ané) doonog pal Gjc
Logauuw, g Luugj diliall dayasll
ol dclio deubs autiolios
aliwil apeillg o (na dlaiuall
plalyllg aslatll e

glhullg @lallg

Film

Tuesday 19 July, 6.30pm
Women and gender:
A selection of films
from BBC Arabic

Festival 2015

Suitable for aged 16 and over
Picturehouse at FACT | £5
Series of short films followed
by discussion with Sheyma Buali,
Director, BBC Arabic Festival and
Christine Garabedian, director
of Pregnant and in Chains.
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Pregnant and in Chains
Christine Garabedian
Through exclusive interviews
and undercover footage, BBC
Arabic exposes the hidden fate
of women who have broken

aljlodl (né jolaaall Joall
“olinals gaiugyS

osoll proll (pu pgnig dpns
alga uilga gralls guall dull
Suyjlowo olai dojlndl duspell cililodl

the United Arab Emirates’ strict Blafl ayls guaall
laws on sex outside marriage.

Land of Men Jlall gyl
Khalifa Ali e dadla
An exploration of the opinions Joa Luwdllg Jadl (o K <l EJ.Lb.Lu_Il
of both men and women on the o §jgill ey ool Ggan allwo
subject of women'’s rights after Lol
the revolution in Libya.

Ibn Bnoot U9l (ul
Mina Magdy o Liwo
A fantastical comedy that imagines alle Jox (nlbs gl ragogs Joc

a world in which women are the
dominant sex, controlling men's
lives and choices.
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Sisa, Iron Lady

Aly ElSotohy

This short report tells the
extraordinary story of how
Sisa spent 43 years dressing
as a man in order to work
and support her child.
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The Great Safae

Randa Maroufi

A fictional story inspired by a
real person - a transvestite who
worked as a domestic servant
- her ‘true’ sexual identity eluding
everyone in the house.
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Film
Wednesday 20 July, 6.30pm

Cities and Chaos: After
the Revolt: A selection
of films From BBC Arabic

Festival 2015

Suitable for aged 16 and over
Picturehouse at FACT | £5

Double bill of films followed

by discussion with Sheyma Buali,
Director, BBC Arabic Festival.

Cairo Drive

Sherief Elkatsha

Cairo Drive explores life in one of the
world’'s most populated cities from
its streets. Shot between 2009 and
2012, the film explores the country’s
collective identity, inherent struggles
and the sentiments that run through
the change taking place in Egypt today.

A Day and A Button

Azza Hamwi

Aregular day in today’s Damascus.
Artist Azza Hamwi takes us on a
visually poetic tour around the city,
at the crossroads of past and present.
What will tomorrow look like?
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Film
Thursday 21 July 6.30pm
Speed Sisters (PG)

Amber Fares, 80mins
The Box at FACT | £5

“Strikes a perfect balance,
telling a righteous, uplifting
story of triumph against the
odds without ever losing sight
of the bigger political picture.”
Time Out London

The Speed Sisters are the first all-
woman race car driving team in the
Middle East. Grabbing headlines and
turning heads at improvised tracks
across the West Bank, the women
have sped their way into the heart
of the gritty, male-dominated
Palestinian street car-racing scene.
Weaving together their lives on
and off the track, Speed Sisters is
at once an intimate study of the
lives of five extraordinary women,
and a wider commentary on their
socio-political context.
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A comic and poignant work from
award winning playwright Hassan
Abdulrazzak (Baghdad Wedding,
The Prophet), this one-man play
is extremely funny with a sharp

cutting edge for today’s multi-
cultural Britain.

Love, Bombs and Apples is the tale of
four men, each from different parts
of the globe, all experiencing

a moment of revelation.

An open discussion event following
Love, Bombs and Apples, reflecting
on the piece and exploring its
themes and ideas.

A

Film

Friday 22 July, 6.30pm

A Day in the Life of War
Documentary films

and panel discussion

The Box at FACT | FREE, booking
required. Donations welcome at
www.arabartsfestival.com

British Council commissioned a project
enabling young people in Yemen to
create short films capturing their
experience of living in a conflict
zone. In response, Yemeni young
people from Liverpool Arabic
Centre have worked with Optical
Jukebox to produce a documentary,
commissioned by Saferworld,
capturing how the conflict is affecting
Liverpool's Yemeni community.

ikl alac] o EJJJ d‘a.uogﬁ Joc
sliwall jigall (nle B pspurall
o w@algo @lifdlase gus

anpuall oam (uill (alaes gupe)

s g (sl Leilghy agéy (il
ob wglwls 6acog lay dwalie (o
6aaciall ogull Ll go aclity
lalaill

Syt plaillg izl cislle
sl J5 sy e Sl Gyl
g allell (o dalivo Lyl jo amio
-alallg (nng Gpias poy amio anlg

ure (i pgiiao ylilai ayllea
ol alaillg Juliall wiall duspuno
dppuall rgino yaliciuwl Loys
Leiloa (_p.d| JKaillg 8_5D|9,0J|g

|.u.w6309_dg_|22<1m;J|

pll 6l (na ags

Jo dcgoao alacl Jo ddilig aual
bt .Jouparlg Joull (né wiluidl
aliall Jos yiilsi yagell

i Lilso | &Slall jSp0 (na gusgull
snde Alepidly canyi
www.arabartsfestival.com

Jigots (nilhypdl gudaall als

Jo gl (na Ll NILYN] Leqpivo
,Q_OJLJLCDQ amuylai podi Lodal oLl
Ldls gilall ghnll @blio (na dpogyll
el go (nioy Glui pla Jilsallg
g0 Joclly ool digao (na rupell
alach gulgys clgaa JK.u.lgl A
dungo (o Jigod Lailig Lolya
Slanill ayil cus palag aljg paslw
(ol (nde ol (o eyl
Joraul (na guousall




Music

Friday 22 July, 8pm

Rich Mix London | £15, £12 advance
Saturday 23 July, 7.30pm

Soup Kitchen Manchester | £10

Tarabband

Ahead of their FREE performance at
LAAF Family Day (see page 7) LAAF
presents Tarabband's first UK tour
in partnership with Arts Canteen.
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Family
Saturday 23 July,
1.30pm, 2.30pm and 3.30pm

Traditional Arab Tales

at the World Museum
World Museum | FREE
Expect humour and intrigue as
vibrant storyteller Alia Alzougbi
shares colourful traditional tales
from the Arab region —including
Egypt, Syria and Yemen. Alia will
also share song and Arabic words
to encourage young audience
members to join in the fun.
Gpwdll
2c12:30, pahall 2ci1:30
palall ac13:30 g palall
o dyalai duype Al
allell canio
Lilao | @llcll canio
Loaic glaallg auleallg ppoll e agi
alioollg dygill ypnsll digl Lispiur
Absg yansy guejll e acilll
Joudng = (pupell allell (o syaylsr
oasuiwg .Jotllg Ljgug pro clla
dupe dlolg (pilel Lle ailiall
2ol piall Joadllam

Talk
Saturday 23 July, 2.30pm

Migrant Stories

In association with

Liverpool Welcomes

Bluecoat | FREE, booking required
Hear people who have travelled
from the Arab World, now living in
Liverpool, share personal stories

in their own words and recounting
their own geographical, cultural and
emotional journeys.

Photo Credit: Open Culture
Music
Saturday 23 & Sunday 24 July

LAAF at the Mellowtone
Bandstand

In association with LIMF Summer Jam
Sefton Park Bandstand | FREE
Musicians with roots in Arab culture
join a fantastic line-up of local and
international folk, blues, roots and
emerging acoustic talent.

Saturday 23 July, 3.30pm

Anwar Ali & Dave Owen

Anwar Ali, from the southern
Somalian coast and Dave Owen,
from Oswaldtwistle, blend acoustic
guitar and oud to create life
affirmingly good music.

Sunday 24 July, 2.30pm

Bruno Heinen & Kristian Borring
Pianist Bruno Heinen and Danish
guitarist Kristian Borring bring low-
key jazz and rhythmic hipness to the
bandstand, playing tracks from their
latest project, which explores the
works of modern jazz pianist

Bill Evans.

Sunday 24 July, 4.15pm

Yaz Fentazi Trio

Yaz Fentazi Trio present a rootsy blend
of Gnawa, Chaabi, and Andalusian
music that draws on the rich musical
traditions of jazz, blues and North
African music.

e 0 www.arabartsfestival.com
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A new line-up of stand-up
comedians representing the Arab
world are back to showcase their
talents. Acts include Welsh-Egyptian
comic and BBC Radio 2 presenter
Omar Hamdi, the youngest black
comedian to have performed

at the Hammersmith Apollo
Nabil Abdul Rashid, the 2016
winner of the NATYS award

Bilal ZaFar, and comedian,
paleoanthropologist and
archaeologist Ella Al-Shamahi.
Presented in association with
Arts Canteen.
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Family &puwill

family day

Sunday 24 July 12 - 5pm
Sefton Park Palm House | FREE

Donations welcome at www.arabartsfestival.com

The Liverpool Arab Arts Festival 2016 grand finale event brings the sights,
sounds and tastes of the Arab world to the Palm House. Internationally
acclaimed performers and strong local talent will come together to bring
the best in Arab music, and for the first time, LAAF Family Day takes place
alongside Liverpool International Music Festival's Summer Jam.

Bring all the family along to enjoy high-energy music and dance performances,
an Arabian Souk, traditional cultural merchandise and cuisine, plus family
friendly activities including storytelling, henna and children’s crafts.

Tarabband

The award-winning Swedish group
bring a unigue style of music that
draws influences from around the
world, from Middle Eastern and
Nordic folk to traditional jazz.
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47SOUL

Glastonbury showstoppers 47SOUL
will rock the Palm House, with music
that combines Debka - traditional
Palestinian street music, with deep
electronic beats mixed with sounds
of the Middle East.
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Yaz Fentazi Trio

Yaz Fentazi Trio, led by Algerian Oud
player Yazid Fentazi, will bring their
special fusion of classical Arabic,
Chaabi and Gnawa.
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Whirling Dervish -

Mahmoud Pharaon
Don’t miss the fascinating and
hypnotic performance by Whirling
Dervish/Sufi Mahmoud Pharaon.
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1. Photo Credit: Sherwynd Rylan Kessler

2. Photo Credit: Womadelaide 2016

3. Photo Credit: Omar Mokh
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Venue and Booking Information

Bluecoat
School Lane
Liverpool
L13BX
0151702 5324
hebluecoat.org.uk

Everyman

5-11 Hope Street

Liverpool

L1 9BH

T: 0151709 4776

W: everymanplayhouse.com

FACT

88 Wood Street

Liverpool

L14DQ

T: 0151 707 4462
: fact.co.uk

Rich Mix

35 - 47 Bethnal Green Road
London

E16LA

T: 0207613 7498

W: richmix.org.uk

Sefton Park Bandstand
Sefton Park

Liverpool

L17 1AP

Sefton Park Palm House
Sefton Park
Liverpool
L17 1AP
0151726 9304
: palmhouse.org.uk

Soup Kitchen Manchester
31-33 Spear Street
Manchester

M1 1DF

T:0161 236 5100

W: soup-kitchen.co.uk

The New Tiber Square

Lodge Lane

Liverpool

L8 OTP

T: 0151 726 8099
ber.org.uk

World Museum
William Brown Street
Liverpool

L3 8EN

T:0151 478 4393

W: liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/wml

Diary Patrons Funders
5’“'*;: Supperted by
L | e
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| Liverpool
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Music Film Theatre Dance Visual Art Family Talk Literature 2AFERWORLD o
BRITISH GUfi:gs
Marcel Khalife Alexei Sayle COoUNCIL eminds
Date Time Event Venue
Sat9 July 3-5pm LAAF Lodge Lane 2] Associate Partners Media Partners
Fri 15 July 8pm Queens of Syria e
Sat 16 July 1-4pm LAAF at the World Museum e m
Sat 16 July 8pm Queens of Syria e Limrpost Atk Camre. Bl-uecoat
sun17July  12-5pm LAAF Big Sunday [1]
Sun 17 July 12.30pm Folkloric Dance Workshop with Nawarra Q Business Partners
Sun 17 July 12.30-1.20pm Nazir Tanbouli o
£4.10-5.00pm Q) mzresTivaL & 5 l HiSem
Sun 17 July 1-4pm Explore o EARS
Sun17July  3.30pm The Djinn in the Skull: Stories from hidden Morocco o ormcar. THE LIVERPOOL ‘
Mon18July  7pm Egypt comes to LAAF o JUKEBOX J\Tl\:lec _L_Q'E_g raer
Mon 18 July ~ 8.30pm Freedom Hour o
~
Tue 19July  6.30pm Women and gender: A selection of films from BBC Arabic Festival 2015 e -["“" &,_: e H
Wed20July  6.30pm Cities and Chaos: After the Revolt: A selection of films from BBC Arabic Festival 2015 e R ]
Thurs 21 July  6.30pm Speed Sisters e aT|s AmATY
BRITISH 637 Ane Youn
Thurs 21 July  7.30pm Love Bombs & Apples o COUNCIL g'.,' s.'m whegtre Vich=- g “
N terstones
Fri 22 July 6.30pm A Day in the Life of War e Musahamatna
Fri 22 July 7.30pm Love Bombs & Apples o Reconnectie  WATLIMBA Consortium
Fri 22 July 8pm Tarabband at Rich Mix London e
Fri 22 July 8.45pm Freedom Hour o Supporters
Sat 23 July 1.30,2.30 &3.30pm  Traditional Arab Tales at the World Museum e
Sat23July  2.30pm Migrant Stories (1] AL R
Sat 23 July 3.30pm LAAF at the Mellowtone Bandstand, in association with LIMF e NONCONFORM a
Sat 23 July 7.30pm Tarabband at Soup Kitchen Manchester 0 St Liverpool @
COBLL i [1578] farget OXFAM
Sat23July  7.30pm (1]
Sun 24 July 12-5pm LAAF Family Day G I UNIVERSITY OF S\/\\/Em/\ U|<
C
Sun 24 July 2.30pm &4.15pm LAAF at the Mellowtone Bandstand, in association with LIMF e it's IlverPOOI LIVERPOOL /\ f /\ N

Front Cover Image Credits
Ruba Shamshoum , Claes Thureson, Womadelaide 2016



