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Hassan Abdulrazzak:
A Fire Blazing Brightly

El Gusto (15)

6pm

FILM (page 5)

Farah Siraj
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5pm 45 1| MUSIC (page 6)

THEATRE (page 6)

Funoon Wa Alwane

8pm
DANCE (page

Book of Gaza 6pm 7ALK (page 10)

WEDNESDAY 11 Omar (15) 7pm FiLM (page 11)

FRIDAY 13

SATURDAY 14

SUNDAY 15

EXHIBITIONS

(page 12)

Waiting for Summer 8pm THEATRE (page 13)

9)

When | Saw You (12) | A Land Without

7.30pm
FILM (page 15)

Drumming Workshop 1.30pm FAMILY (page 16)
Wadjda (PG) 3pm FIiLM (page 16)

Syria Speaks 5pm TALK (page 18)

Sarmada, 7.30pm FAMILY (page 19)

CHOOSE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE 6th - 29th

AL NOOR - FRAGILE VISION 7th - 17th

Liverpool Arab Arts Festival 2014

Jasmine 6pm

TALK (page 15)

Family Day
:";': 12 noon

FAMILY (page 21)

Welcome to
LAAF 2014

an exciting
range of work
from established
and new artists
from across the
Arab world.

As culture becomes more globalised,
Arab artists play an important role in
how we understand and interpret the
world. Their imagination and personal
views inspire us to look afresh at what
we think we know. Their approach
can be playful, personal, meditative or
provocative. Our festival programme
celebrates this diversity. With events
ranging from music programmes to
story-telling theatre, thrillers to new
play readings, bold graphic design to
informative panel discussions, LAAF
offers plenty to enjoy, learn from and
participate in.

Festival Team, Taher Qassim MBE, Chair

www.arabartsfestival.com
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Liverpool Arab Arts Festival 2014
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FAMILY

THE BIG SATURDAY
_12-5pm | the Bluecoat | FREE
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“An eagerly anticipated event for all the -
family, join us for an exciting daE-"-_‘”"F ,
mus C,‘@ﬁ'and more featuring DJ

nky Pharaoh-with a mix of Arabic ~
and house rhythms,'ﬂlmlra Kheir with
an enchanting blend oiiazz and soul
and fresh from the Royal Albert

JLIIaya Yousseff. The ALAwadh
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HASSAN ABDULRAZZAK:

A FIRE BLAZING BRIGHTLY
5pm | the Bluecoat | £5/£3

Award winning playwright Hassan
Abdulrazzak presents an exclusive
reading of scenes from his new play:
Visual artist, Rana is missing in Baghdad.
She returned to Iraq to investigate her
father's past. Did he fight against Saddam
or was he complicit? Rana survives the
bombing of Al-Mutanabbi street, the
famous booksellers’ market and co-creates
a provocative piece of art challenging the
darkness engulfing her country. Will Rana
succeed in creating the positive change
that eluded her father? And what revelations
will she uncover about him in Baghdad?
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FARAH SIRAJ
7.30pm | St Georges Hall | £156/£10

In 2011 Farah Siraj released the album
NOMAD a fusion of Middle Eastern music,
flamenco, jazz, bossa and pop, with lyrics
in Arabic, Spanish and English. In 2012
she released The Arabian Jazz Project,
featuring original compositions and
traditional Middle Eastern tunes set to a
jazz context. During her tour of India, Farah
shared the stage with renowned composer,
A.R. Rahman, performing Zariya live

on MTV. Do not miss this unique and
acclaimed performer in her first UK concert
as part of Liverpool Arab Arts Festival.
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Festival-long thought provoking debates
on current affairs, culture, freedom and
change in the Arab world. Hear from
people who are directly involved and
have your say too. Taking place each
day at bpm from 9th — 12th June.

Gripping account of the Egyptian
revolution of 2011. Filmed within
the offices of the country’s largest
state-run newspaper, the film is a
series of tableaux that expose the
institution’s functioning and the
strict control of information.

Meet individuals involved in the 2011
uprising, a previously tortured dissident,
a news presenter, a journalist and a
secret policeman. Dark, fascinating
and not for the faint hearted.
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Liverpool Arab Arts Festival 2014

DANCE

FUNOON WA ALWANE
8pm | Unity Theatre | £10/£8

Funoon Al Arabiya come together to
present the joyful and colourful dances
of the rarely-seen regional folkloric
music and dance of Algeria, Morocco,
Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, the Lebanon,
Iran, Iraq and beyond. A very special
local community show for all, come
and experience the magic of Middle
Eastern dance at its finest.

www.arabartsfestival.com
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TALK Sa

BOOK OF GAZA
6pm | the Bluecoat | FREE

Join us for this exciting book launch.
The Book of Gaza brings together ten
fiction writers in a unique anthology
presented in English transfation for the
first time. Go beyond the global media
coverage of Palestine and discover
much more. Contributors range from
acclaimed authors to exciting fresh
voices-and-a new-generation-of
award-winning young writers and
journalists. Edited by Atef Abuseif.
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M S T

OMAR (15)

Director Hany Abu-Assad
7pm | FACT | £6/85

A controversial, action packed movie.
Omar climbs the separation wall in the
West Bank to visit the woman he loves.
As he attempts to elude intelligence
forces, he fipds himself press gang}ad
into catching a member of the resistance.
Having recently premiered at London-
Film Festival, see it at LAAF now.
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CHOOSE YOUR

OWN ADVENTURE
10am - 6pm, 6th - 29th
the Bluecoat | FREE

A major commission curated by
Danah Abdullah that plays with the
format found in old board games and
children’s books. Arab designers are
invited to imagine new worlds through
one of eight prompts. Themes include
transportation, the future, urbanism,
lifestyle, and current affairs.

Devised especially for the

bluecoat’s public spaces.
www.kalimatmagazine.com/atelier
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AL NOOR -

FRAGILE VISION
10am - 6pm, 7th - 17th
the Bluecoat | FREE

In collaboration with DaDaFest, British
Council and Arts Council England.
Rachel Gadsden’s methodology

of creative engagement and delivery
articulates the notion that, whilst
acknowledging political and religious
differences, arts and culture can
serve to promote a common ground for
discourse and development. Her work
explores themes of fragility and
resilience, and the universal and
deeply positive desire to survive.
Countries involved in this exhibition:
Bahrain, Oman, Saudi Arabia

and Qatar.
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THEATRE

WAITING FOR SUMMER

Director Diyan Zora
8pm | Unity Theatre | £10/£8

Swivel Theatre Company present
an all female cast in a series of

gripping new plays.

Advice to Iraqi Women

By Martin Crimp. A satire exploring
our collective distance from the
realities facing Iragi women.

You don’t have to be American
to get laid but it helps

By Hassan Abdulrazzak. Darsh is
a philanderer, flying to Vienna on
romantic business. Based on the
short story ‘Madam Vienna' by
Yusuf Idris (www.nahdetmisr.com).

The Worst Cook in the West Bank
By Hannah Khalil. A Palestinian
woman cooks for her huge family

but she is sick of the word revolution,
and isn't afraid to say why.

The Reception

By Maximillian Singh Gill. A Syrian
wedding, 2011. Protests bubble in the
street, and at this reception everything
is going wrong. Chef's are fighting,
musicians stuck in traffic, and the
bride is having doubts about her

new husband.

www.arabartsfestival.com
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Played by an all female cast, Swivel
Theatre Company are proud to
present a series of gripping new
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supporting the Liverpool Arab Arts Festival in 2014
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Time for something different?

sing wovwething different CIC supports people to make
changes, explore personal development and improve
mental health and wellbeing and a deeper sense of healing.

IF you ‘ve been thinking about making changes but
don't know where to begin, then you can join the
Coaching Circle
or
enquire about one-to-one sessions,
and find out more about us: |

|
We will be at the Blg Saturday and the Family Day |
during the festival. Come and have a chat!

our Website: www.doingsomethingdifferent.org.uk
Or join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/deingdifferent §
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Miriam Rodriguez & Camille Lesaffre
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WHEN I SAW YOU (12)

Director Annemarie Jacir
7.30pm | the Bluecoat | £6/£5

It's 1967. At the height of new styles,
new thinking and new sounds wider
changes are happening in Jordan.

Refugees are pouring across the

border from Palestine. Young Tarek
and his mother are amongst them.
Tarek struggles to adjust to life in a
refugee camp and longs to be reunited
with his father so he seeks a way out.
His adventurous nature leads him to a
group of people on a journey that will

change all of their lives.
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A LAND WITHOUT

JASMINE
6pm | the Bluecoat | FREE

A facilitated Skype conversation

with Yemeni writer of A Land Without
Jasmine, Wajdi al-Ahdal 2014 winner
of the Saif Ghobash Banipal award for
translation and the editor of Banipal,

Samuel Shimon.

www.arabartsfestival.com
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SYRIA SPEAKS
5pm | the Bluecoat | FREE

Since March 2011, self publishing
Syrian writers and artists have formed
anonymous artists’ collectives, here
they present readings, screenings and
discussion. This lively event marks the
publication of Syria Speaks: Art and
Culture from the Frontline, a unique
anthology of literature, art and culture
which acts as a window onto their
creative endeavours. Presented in
partnership with Reel Arts, Sagi Books,
English PEN, Prince Claus Fund,
CKU and the Arab British Centre.
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‘Peaceful uprising’ by the Syrian anonymous poster

collective Alshaab alsori aref tarekh

FAMILY

SARMADA
7.30pm | the Bluecoat | £7/£5

After their sell-out show last year,
Diwan are back to weave lyrical
storytelling with musical wiles in

a new show based on Fadi Azzam’s
novel Sarmada”, long-listed for the
Arabic Booker Prize in 2011. Far from
this world lies a village effervescent
with surreal magic, where sex and
fantasy, transmigrating souls, potions
and soothsayers conspire to bring

a remarkable contemporary of the
Arabian Nights. With effortless
dexterity and an easy style, Louai
Alhenawi and Alia Alzougbi create
another explosive performance.
*Sarmada is a word created by

the author, a derivative female form
of the noun-verb ‘to perpetuate’ or
‘perpetual’. The title places women
at the heart of this story that spans
several generations, from Syria to
Paris and back again.

www.arabartsfestival.com
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PATRONS

Marcel Khalife
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We gratefully acknowledge the support of all our sponsors.
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VENUES

the Bluecoat

School Lane, Liverpool, L1 3BX
0151 702 5324
www.thebluecoat.org.uk

FACT

88 Wood Street, Liverpool, L1 4DQ
0151 707 4464

www.fact.co.uk

Sefton Park Palm House
Sefton Park, Liverpool, L17 1AP
0151 726 9304
www.palmhouse.org.uk

Unity Theatre

1 Hope Place, Liverpool, L1 9BG
0844 873 2888
www.unitytheatreliverpool.co.uk

St Georges Hall

St George's PI, Liverpool, L1 1JJ

0151 225 6909
www.liverpoolcityhalls.co.uk/st-georges-hall

y arabicartsfest

n Liverpool Arab Arts Festival

@ lipoolarabarts

Liverpool Arab Arts Festival, the Bluecoat,
School Lane, Liverpool, L1 3BX.

info@arabicartsfestival.co.uk
+44 (0)151 702 7765
www.arabartsfestival.com

Company Reg No 7184925 and Charity Reg No 1136384

design by nonconform.co.uk



